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The Departure of a
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13 NUMBER
is our LUCKY

We never were superstitious.
So we’re pretty excited that the nation’s premier university ranking
th
system just rated us
in the U.S.

13

Even more exciting is what it means for our students – a great online
education option. Congratulations to the faculty and staff who made
this possible! #AggiePride
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2 NEWS@USU
Research payloads built by USU’s
Space Dynamics Laboratory for the
College of Engineering were recently
rocketed into Alaska’s northern lights.
And while you may think you already
understand auroral spatial structures
probing, you’re going to want to find
out more. Trust us.
6 NEWS@USU
By motivating her students to take a
critical look at their own lives, Emmie
Staker is also winning their trust —
and some teaching awards along the
way. Now, one of her students is trying
to duplicate the mentor’s efforts.

UTAH STATE (ISSN 1542-2712)
is published quarterly by Utah State
University Advancement, Logan UT
84322-1422. Periodicals postage paid
at Salt Lake City, UT, and at Liberty,
MO, and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes
to Utah State University, Development
Records, 1422 Old Main Hill, Logan
UT 84322-1422.

16 WOLFING IT DOWN
USU wildlife ecologist Dan MacNulty
and team are very closely watching
pack size and social foraging among
Yellowstone’s iconic canines. What
they’re seeing may assist in efforts to
prevent conflicts between wolves and
livestock.

Reproduction in whole or in part
without written permission is
prohibited. Opinions expressed do
not necessarily represent the official
position of the university.

22 A TEAM
When Coach Stew Morrill started
holding court at Utah State 17 years
ago, few understood how this place
would change. Now it’s time to breathe
in the many ways that it has. Join us
in celebrating a genuine USU treasure:
“STEWWWWW.”

Utah State University is committed
to equal opportunity in student
admissions, financial assistance, and
faculty and staff employment.

6

10
WATER EXPERTISE AT ITS SOURCE 10
From its earliest days, Utah State University has trained
— and continues to train — the world’s leaders in every
discipline fathomable when it comes to water. We are, in
fact, water expertise at its source. And now we’re celebrating the breadth and depth of that influence throughout
2015: The Year of Water.

ON THE COVER

Aggie basketball fans bid farewell to Coach Stew Morrill during
his final regular-season game in the Spectrum.
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Carrying six research payloads built by Utah State
University’s Space Dynamics Laboratory, an Oriole
IV suborbital sounding rocket blasts into the Aurora
Borealis over Alaska. Photo courtesy of NASA.

Probing the

NORTHERN LIGHTS
In the dark, early morning skies over Alaska, a NASA Oriole IV suborbital sounding
rocket blasted off from the Poker Flat Research Range carrying six research payloads
built by Utah State University’s Space Dynamics Laboratory for the College of Engineering into the Aurora Borealis as part of NASA’s Auroral Spatial Structures Probe mission.
Preliminary data from the probes during flight to the ground station indicate that
they performed as designed.

“The successful launch of the Auroral
Spatial Structures Probe will enable
scientists and satellite operators to better
understand the energy processes during
auroral activity in the thermosphere and
its effects on satellites as they orbit Earth,”
said Professor Charles Swenson, director
for the Center for Space Engineering at
Utah State and the principal investigator
for the ASSP mission.
“Solar winds produce electric currents in the upper atmosphere where
auroral activity occurs, and those currents produce heat that can expand the
thermosphere which increases the drag on
satellites significantly.”
Swenson said that previous rocket
missions have also measured the energy
flow in the Aurora Borealis, but those
measurements have only been taken at the
points where a single launch vehicle passes
over the aurora. The unique capability of
the ASSP mission is that it launched one
large central instrument, as well as six
small probes that were ejected from the
main instrument in midflight creating a
formation of probes over the aurora.
“Each of the smaller probes weighs
about seven pounds and has six-inch diameters,” said Tim Neilsen, SDL’s program
manager for ASSP. “They are ejected from
the rocket in different directions at high
velocity, essentially acting as space buoys,
to create a network of measurements that
will allow us to see the structure of the
aurora over a much wider area than was
possible before. Working with USU faculty and students on ASSP has continued
a long relationship SDL has with NASA
in service of the science community.”
Because ASSP measures both the
spatial and temporal variation of energy in
the upper atmosphere, scientists at Utah
State University, and elsewhere, will be
able to understand when and where the
Earth’s thermosphere will heat and expand
due to the Joule heating process. Satellite
planners and operators will then be able
to better plan and forecast the state of the
thermosphere as they relate to satellite trajectories. This becomes increasingly valuable information during solar storms when
large amounts of electromagnetic energy
interact with Earth’s upper atmosphere.
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Crowning Achievement: USU’s Karlie Major

Over the Top
Safety, efficiency and innovation are what
Mark Malmstrom ’95 is judged on way up
there. But there are style points to be had
for the right kind of swing, too. If he can
really nail one, maybe hit a branch running
or something, the judges will get amped. He
can’t forget that, at it’s core, being a professional tree climber/arborist is flat out fun,
an exciting job, different every day. But this
is bigger than the job. This is the big time:
March’s International Tree Climbing Championship in Tampa, Fla., where only previously proven winners fly.
New Zealand, Germany, Sweden;
they’ll all be there, fresh off their own wins
at regional championships across the globe.
They’ll clip through five preliminary events:
the blade speed climb, the work climb, aerial
rescue, throw line and foot lock (15 meters
straight up the rope; the world record a blazing 13.6 seconds), all designed to showcase
individual abilities in diverse ways. Then, the
timed Masters’ Challenge; an ascension to
conquer, stations to tackle, a climbing line to
install, a landing zone to nail like a gymnast
flying off the high bar, a final-crunch hustle
to remove all gear from the tree.
“If you’re able to compete and do your
best and feel good about it, it’s the greatest
feeling in the world,” Malmstrom says.
Swinging with the planet’s best is not
something Malmstrom thought his USU degrees in landscape architecture and ornamental horticulture would yield. But climbing at
dizzying heights still boils down to creativity.
“They want to see climbers who use the tools
they have to more efficiently work through
the tree.” He knows that. He has been
crowned Utah champion four times now,
including in September, when he dangled
and dazzled his way to top prize to set the
stage for this gift-shot in Tampa. Already he’s
competed at ITCCs in Minneapolis, Honolulu and Portland, Ore.
He’s 45, twice the age of other contenders, and swinging through giant, living things
is still over-the-top fun.
Mark Malmstrom practices for this year’s
International Tree Climbing Championship
on his favorite London plane in Logan, Utah.
Photo courtesy of Dave Andersen ’90.
2015 I IUUTAH
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Director Christopher Nolan coaches actor Matthew McConaughey on the set
of Interstellar, a film for which Kip Thorne served as executive producer.
Photo courtesy of Paramount Pictures Corporation.

KIP THORNE: From Logan to Galaxies Beyond
For most die-hard film fans, the name Kip Thorne isn’t that familiar, or at least not
until recently. But, bring his name up to a scientist — especially a physicist — and well,
watch out. They readily recognize Thorne as a science superstar. Personal friends? Count
Stephen Hawking and Carl Sagan. Not bad for someone who grew up in Logan, Utah,
and, as he told Los Angeles Times reporter Josh Rottenberg, a boy who wanted to grow up
to be a snowplow driver.
But, growing up, Thorne also had the perspective of two parents who, to say the
least, were invested in education, both at Utah State University. Kip’s father, D. Wynne
Thorne, was a scientist himself, an agronomist, who in 1965 became the university’s
first-ever vice president for research after heading the school’s Agricultural Experiment
Station. Kip’s mother, Alison Comish Thorne, was an economist who was a faculty member at USU and was strongly involved in community activities, including service on the
Board of Education for the Logan City School District. His parents, likely, had a bit of
educational influence on Kip. And, as Thorne told Rottenberg, “my mother took me to a
lecture about the solar system when I was 8 and I just got hooked.”
Still, it’s a long way from Logan, Utah, to the heavenly realm of Hollywood and
the other kind of stars, but that’s where Thorne found himself after the release of the
blockbuster film Interstellar. One of the benefits? Standing shoulder to shoulder with the
likes of Matthew McConaughey, or among the glitter and glitz with Anne Hathaway or
discussing the science of the film with its noted director Christopher Nolan.
In fact, Thorne did a bit more than “discuss science” with Nolan. He was involved
with the film project from its inception along with friend and colleague Lynda Obst.
The pair, with Jonathan Nolan, coauthored the story from which the screenplay was
developed. Thorne was listed as an executive producer and scientific consultant for the
film, which has become a science fiction blockbuster. And, it’s thanks to Thorne that the

film has a pretty solid scientific base. He
worked closely with the effects team to
ensure accuracy.
The film opened in November
2014 and Thorne attended some of those
events, including the London premiere.
In the Academy Awards race in our country, Interstellar captured five nominations
— original score, sound editing, sound
mixing, production design and visual
effects, the category it won. In the 2015
Bafta Awards — the British equivalent of
the Academy Awards, Interstellar took the
top award in the special effects category.
Not that Thorne didn’t have a pretty
star-studded career before his brush with
Tinseltown. As an academician he spent
his career at the California Institute of
Technology where he was the Feynman
Professor of Theoretical Physics until
2009 when, according to his website, he
“stepped down in order to ramp up a new
career in writing, movies and continued
scientific research.”
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Thorne has an international reputation as theoretical physicist and again,
referring to his website, his research has
focused on “Einstein’s general theory
of relativity and on astrophysics, with
emphasis on relativistic stars, black holes
and especially gravitational waves.” So,
it’s easy to see how his research naturally
led him to his work with Interstellar.
Shane Larson, a former associate
professor of physics and a founder of the
popular “Science Unwrapped” series at
Utah State University, helps explain the
science of what Thorne does. Larson,
now a research associate professor at
Northwestern University and astronomer in the Department of Astronomy at
Chicago’s Adler Planetarium, completed
post-doctoral studies and worked with
Thorne at Caltech from 2001-04.
“There are a lot of ways to describe
all the different things we do in science,
but in very broad strokes, there are two
pieces of science that we call ‘theory’ and
‘experiment,’ and both are required for
science to work,” Larson said.
Theory, Larson said, is how we
describe the way nature works.
“Kip and I are ‘theoretical physicists’
because we work mostly on the theory
side of things,” Larson explains. “We use
the laws of nature to understand how and
why the universe is behaving the way it
does. In gravitational physics we think
about things like ‘how many black holes
are made from all the exploding stars in
a galaxy?’ and ‘if a black hole spins, does
it affect stars around it differently than
black holes that don’t spin?’ We ask all
kinds of interesting questions like this,
and make predictions about the way the
universe behaves. Then our experimental
friends go look to see if we are right.”
Larson said working with Thorne
is something he still remembers fondly,
and there are days he wishes Thorne was
looking over his shoulder saying, “try
explaining it this way.”
“Kip was an awesome person to
work with and he is legendary in the
gravitational physics community, so as a
young scientist coming into his group,
there was a bit of star-struck awe you

have to deal with,” Larson said. “That
said, he is probably one of the most
friendly, welcoming and approachable
scientists I know.”
Much has been said and written
about the science in Interstellar of which
Thorne was directly involved. In Larson’s assessment, there are places where
the laws of physics have been stretched
dramatically for cinematic effect, but
there is nothing that he feels was seriously
broken.

“But in the case of Interstellar, every
time they approach one of those places
where they could have broken the laws of
physics in some dramatic and cringeworthy way, they do great at getting a good
approximation of it being ‘right.’ That,
more than anything, points to the presence of a great science advisor like Kip
being involved.”
And, for those astute audience
members looking for a possible subtle

“In the case of
Interstellar, every time they
approach one of those places
where they could have broken
the laws of physics in some
dramatic and cringeworthy
way, they do great at getting
Kip Thorne

a good approximation of it
being ‘right.’ That, more than

anything, points to the presence of a great science
advisor like Kip being involved.”
— Shane Larson
“All the crazy effects, like time-slippage down on the planet near the black
hole, are real effects,” he said.
Overall, Larson thinks Interstellar
is a great movie and one of his favorites,
admitting he “only saw it five times” and
anxiously awaits its release on Blu-ray!
“As a scientist, when I watch science
fiction films I know places where filmmakers often take liberties with stretching
— or breaking — the laws of physics or
where they often get things wrong,” Larson said. “This doesn’t usually bother me
too much because I always love a great
action movie — I don’t need there to be
perfect science.

touch by the scientist. Look at the broken
down robot on the ice planet. Its name is
K.I.P.P.
In addition to his work with the
film, Thorne has followed the project up
with a new book, The Science of Interstellar described as “a journey through the
otherworldly science behind Christopher
Nolan’s highly anticipated film …” The
book’s forward is by Nolan.
Utah State University awarded Kip
Thorne an honorary doctorate in 2000
when he was also featured as the commencement speaker.
— Patrick Williams ’74
SPRING 2015 I UTAHSTATE
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USU and first-generation college student Kemberli
Hernandez now mentors younger students in ways
she was mentored. Photos by Donna Barry,
University photographer.
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‘When They Let Me In,
That’s My Favorite Part’
Emmie Staker brought the new year into her Latino Discovery
classroom with a beautiful table, sparkling cider and a question:
What will you change in 2015?
One student pledged to talk less and listen more. Another
promised herself to speak up when she should. A third said she
won’t give up too easily.
Together, they took another step in a journey that is all about
drawing on the strengths they have, building new ones, becoming
better people.
Then Staker accidentally dropped a bottle of sparkling cider
on her foot. A month later she was still limping.
So was the Toast for Change worth it? “Absolutely!” she said.
She does whatever it takes to get the students to open up —
and she does it for the sake of their education. “I get the sense that
there’s a lot of distrust with this population of students and it takes
a lot to win that trust … Once they care, and once they know
that I care, then they start to take me a little more seriously. I’m
motivating them
to take a critical
The academically-focused class
look at their own
lives.”
encourages Latino students in
Staker is a
Utah State Unieducation and prods them to find
versity alumna
who has won four their own voice. From there, they
teaching awards
in the last two
move on to leadership and service.
years — from the
Freedom Writer’s The experience took one student,
association, the
Cache County
Kemberli Hernandez, to Utah
School District,
the Utah Chapter State University — a place she’d
of the National
Association for
always wanted to go.
Multicultural
Education and the students of Mountain Crest High School in
Hyrum, Utah, where she teaches.
In addition to Latino Discovery, she teaches English to English language learners. She loves it all. But Latino Discovery gives
her the thing teachers crave: freedom. “I’ve always felt like I teach
for the social justice aspect, just providing that tool for students,”
she said.

SPRING 2015 I UTAHSTATE
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Award-winning teacher Emmie Staker encourages students to find their own voice.

The academically-focused class
encourages Latino students in education
and prods them to find their own voice.
From there, they move on to leadership
and service. The experience took one student, Kemberli Hernandez, to Utah State
University — a place she’d always wanted
to go.
She didn’t always know how to get
there. Her parents didn’t know a lot of
English, so they couldn’t help her with
applications. “Staker was always the one
who led me through the process of how
to apply … She did that for all her students. She pushed us all.”
Like many other potential firstgeneration college students, Hernandez
grew up hearing that she should get

good grades and continue her education. Staker, who is also Latina, grew up
hearing it, too. “I know the passion that
their parents have,” she said. “But do they
understand the daily stuff, the processes
and the paperwork that I had to do on
my own?”
Now that Staker’s made her own
way, she’s working hard to shepherd others. That means using class time to fill out
applications. It means bringing students
onto the USU campus for conferences.
She also brings them for a panel discussion with future teachers, so they can tell
them about what it’s like to go to school
in a very white state.
“One of the biggest benefits is our
students get a first-hand exposure to the
stories of Latino students,” said Cynthia
Saavedra, an associate professor in the
School of Teacher Education and Leadership at USU. The future teachers hear
stories that Saavedra experienced in her
own high school journey.
Twenty years later, the stories haven’t
changed much, and research still shows
that Latino students often feel disconnected in schools that were structured
for white, middle class students. They
feel as if they have to be one person at
home and a different one at school. “That
disconnection wears us down over time,”
Saavedra said.
But when she visits Staker’s classroom, she walks away encouraged. “It
feeds my soul to know that the kids are
getting these ideas.”
During Hernandez’s junior year,
after one of those trips to USU, she and
Staker shared a life-changing moment. “I
can see myself there,” Hernandez told her
teacher. “I want to do this.”
They were in Staker’s classroom,
which had become a second home to
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Today, younger students hang out in Staker’s
Hernandez. It was a place she could hang
out with other Latino students who shared
her dreams and were working to make
them happen.
Today, younger students hang out in
Staker’s room over the lunch break. It’s
where they want to be. But Hernandez has
graduated and moved on to Utah State
University, where she takes classes that are
a lot more demanding than high school.
She loves them. And she is putting to use a
skill that she learned in her Latino Discovery experience: speaking up in class.
Like Staker, she has
taken on a shepherding role,
assuming a work-study position at Willow Valley Middle
School in Wellsville. There,
she works with the multicultural group, tutors students
and helps them with their
homework. That experience
led to a scholarship.
“I love it,” she said. “I
like working with them. I
love being there with the kids
and laughing with them. I see
my old self in them.”
Eventually she wants to
go into social work, with a
minor in English as a second
language.
Hernandez wrote a letter
to Staker’s current students,
encouraging them to never
give up on the dream of higher education. She is living her
own advice.
She is one of many
students that shine in Staker’s
experience. “When they let
me in, that’s my favorite
part,” she said.
— JoLynne Lyon ’92

room over the lunch break. It’s where they want to
be. But Hernandez has graduated and moved on to
Utah State University, where she takes classes that
are a lot more demanding than high school.
She loves them. And she is putting to use a skill
that she learned in her Latino Discovery experience:
speaking up in class.
Teacher and
student, mentor
and mentor:
Emmie Staker,
left, and Kemberli
Hernandez.
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Perhaps our most valuable resource, water both demands and benefits from USU’s
interdisciplinary approach that has resulted in innovative solutions recognized the
world over. Photo courtesy of Jared Thayne.
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UTAH STATE:

Water Expertise
at its Source
USU Engineering Professor Mac McKee is visiting An Najah
National University in Nablus, West Bank, Palestine, meeting
with a colleague and close friend who is now a professor at the
Palestinian university. Dr. Anan Jayousi received his Ph.D. in
Civil and Environmental Engineering at Utah State University,
working at the Utah Water Research Laboratory where McKee
is now director, and he has a USU anecdote for his visitor from
Logan, Utah.
The story: Dr. Jayousi is sitting in a meeting in Amman, Jordan, sometime around
10 years ago. As part of a proposed World Bank project to divert Red Sea water to the
Dead Sea, he was asked by the Palestinian Water Authority to represent them in discussions among technical experts from Israel, Jordan, and Palestine about the possible environmental and social impacts of such a massive diversion. Water that crosses boundaries
in the Middle East, a place where boundaries matter, and boundaries change, where
SPRING 2015 I UTAHSTATE
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Researchers now confront 21st century water issues,
and the ensuing prominence of USU’s water specialists
means today that the effects of their water knowledge
no longer end at the state’s borders
but apply across the nation and the world.
politics is everything, and where people
from Jordan and Israel and Gaza and the
West Bank don’t regularly come together
and … talk.
Since he had spent his professional
life studying water issues in the Middle
East, the Palestinians asked Dr. Jayousi
to represent them in this first meeting of
technical experts.
“I don’t know most of these people,
and we’re sitting around the room, making initial introductions,” he tells McKee.
“I tell them who I am, what I do, and I
say I received my Ph.D. in water resources engineering from Utah State University
in Logan, Utah.”
The introduction baton moves
around the room. One of the representatives from Jordan makes his introduction:
“… my Ph.D is in water resources engineering — from Utah State University!”
The Israeli representative is next up: “…
Ph.D, irrigation engineering, Utah State
University.” Smiles all around. Palestinians, Israelis, Jordanians — all with

Ph.Ds from USU. Is that something in
the realm of common ground for the
Middle East?
Unfortunately, no, Utah State
University in Logan, Utah, did not bring
peace that day to the Middle East. “Five
minutes later, they got into a big, political
argument and the meeting broke up!”
McKee remembers Jayousi saying.
But the meaning of the anecdote
runs deep for McKee, and for this landgrant university in Logan. Utah State
University has trained the world’s water
leaders and that’s the story McKee still
tells today.
From Utah State University’s earliest
moments — from the day we came into
being, in fact — the university’s core
mission directed us to solve Utah’s water
problems and to address the state’s water
needs. When USU was founded as the
state’s land-grant university in 1888,
visionary leaders with eyes on pragmatic
problem solving also planted seeds for
the establishment of a Utah Agricultural

Experiment Station on the grounds of
Old Main Hill.
That day, a range of experts at USU
eagerly took up the challenge of gaining
a better understanding of that most precious human resource need — water —
so their knowledge could benefit people
in the state. A lot has changed in the
intervening 127 years. Researchers now
confront 21st century water issues, and
the ensuing prominence of USU’s water
specialists means today that the effects
of their water knowledge no longer end
at the state’s borders but apply across the
nation and the world.
One thing, however, has remained
constant: Utah’s premium source for
water expertise was then and remains now
Utah State University.
To celebrate this rich heritage and
to highlight the university’s continuing
leadership in water-related areas, USU
is focusing the entire year of 2015 on
a concentrated effort to tell its story to
constituents.

SOME OF OUR RENOWNED EXPERTS (to name just a few):
Dr. Chuck Hawkins is one of the world’s
experts in the biological assessment of
stream, river and lake water quality. He is
renowned for using the “community of organisms” that occur in these environments to get an
assessment of the health and status of these
bodies of water. He has the largest data set of biological parameters focused on water quality in the
world. So people are using his approach in more
Chuck Hawkins
than 30 states, at the EPA, but also in Europe
and Australia. He is the world leader in this area.
Dr. Jeff Horsburgh, a professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering, is a leader in the emerging field of
hydroinformatics, which uses hardware and software tools to
12 UTAHSTATE I SPRING 2015

automate the process of compiling hydrological field data.
Traditionally, gathering this data required people in the field who
had to physically take measurements. Cyber-informaticians
develop and manage equipment that can digitally record this
same data and transmit it to computer databases automatically.
The Bureau of Reclamation currently uses the real-time data
from USU research to operate “smart” canals, which can
automatically lower canal water temperatures if rising heat
threatens local fish populations.
Dr. Kelly Kopp, Extension Specialist and Professor of
Plant Science, leads the USU Extension Water Check
Program, which provides free sprinkler system tests for Utah
homeowners and businesses, measuring the amount of water
landscapes receive and providing individual watering schedules.

USU’s next generation of water leaders
is already deep into the flow.

The idea started with a highly
anticipated birthday. In November 2015,
USU’s renowned Water Research Laboratory will celebrate its 50-year anniversary
of powering the state’s water research.
“But as we looked at highlighting the extremely significant impacts
the Water Lab has had on the state, we
noted pretty quickly that it’s not just the
Water Lab leading efforts to address water
needs,” USU President Stan Albrecht
said. “Our specialists in many colleges
across many disciplines today are among
the nation’s and even the world’s leading
experts on many water-related issues. So
we decided to broaden the celebration.”

Jeff Horsburgh, right,
working to standardize
water data collection
and management.

There is a lot to celebrate, and tell.
USU researchers are the principal investigators on projects across the nation,
particularly in the West, and in dozens
of areas of specialization. The university
has projects in Egypt, Senegal, Thailand,
Uzbekistan, throughout Latin America
and in many other countries across the
Middle East. People who received their
graduate degrees in water resources from
USU are the who’s who of water ministers, engineers, resource specialists in
Jordan, the West Bank, Israel, the Philippines, Thailand, the Dominican Republic
and now — or, again — in Iraq.
“Our research teams and educators

The Water Check Program helps reduce the amount of water
wasted when landscapes are irrigated and helps people save water
and money.
Phaedra Budy is looking at balancing preservation of the
natural world and conservation of species while also using
natural resources for the benefit of people. She is an expert on a
variety of desert fishes in southern Utah, as well as the Bonneville
Cutthroat trout. In addition her research has focused on how to
make the best fisheries. She is currently looking at pelican
predation on small trout in Utah’s Strawberry Reservoir, so her
work has led to the improvement of native fisheries but also to
the improvement of sport fisheries.

are the leading experts in their fields,”
said Noelle Cockett, USU provost and
executive vice president. “Addressing
water issues is a complex and challenging
task, and our interdisciplinary approach
has resulted in innovative solutions recognized the world over.”
That interdisciplinary style runs
through and across colleges, and merges
unique combinations of expertise to
tackle water challenges.
“We’re one of the few places in the
country where we have extensive expertise in water resources, hydrology and
geomorphology, and we combine that
with excellent people also working in

Alfonso Torres-Rua is changing water use in Utah’s
agriculture one drop at a time. His research is helping
Utah farmers grow their crops more efficiently and with greater
yields using NASA satellite information and unmanned aircraft
using the latest technology in the nation — all developed at
USU. Imagery taken by
USU’s AggieAir visually
displays relevant crop
conditions such as water
stress, yield and water use.

Alfonso Torres-Rua
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aquatic ecology,” said Chris Luecke, dean
of the S.J. and Jessie E. Quinney College
of Natural Resources. “We are using that
combination of experts to solve some
of the big problems in natural resources
still today. The department of watershed
sciences in our college is one of the few
places with expertise in both the physical
sciences and the biological sciences, and
we blend those two things. Almost no
other place in the country does that as
one collaborative department.”
Water is perhaps the world’s and
Utah’s most valuable resource, and the
issues surrounding it will continue to
be at the forefront of concerns as the
planet’s and state’s population continues
to grow and needs outpace supply. Utah
State University is poised to tackle this
challenge, particularly in the areas of
water management, climate, ecosystems
research, water education and the societal
implications of water issues — producing research that uses an interdisciplinary
approach to problem solving.
“Whether researchers are studying
water quality, water conservation or water
use, understanding this vital resource
requires expertise in soils, climate,
engineering, sociology, plants, geology
and economics — just to name a few,”
said Ken White, director of the Agricultural Experiment Station, vice president
for Extension and dean of the College

of Agriculture and Applied Sciences.
“Agricultural Experiment Station support
reaches all those areas, brings together
teams of researchers from all over campus
and aligns with USU Extension to make
important information accessible to
people across the state.”
From rehabilitation of river ecosystems, to water quality for humans
and fish, to ways to capture and then
deliver water to municipal systems, to
the agricultural fields and to the faucets
in homes, USU continues its unique and
innovative leadership.
The university is planning a full calendar of events and activities throughout
the year that establish USU as the No.
1 choice in Utah for resolving questions
about water. Colleges from across campus
as well as regional campuses are supporting the effort. From art exhibits to
guest speakers to the Freshman Common
Literature Reading experience to professional seminars, the Year of Water will
be woven into university happenings to
showcase the breadth and depth of the
university’s water expertise.
Utah State Water Research
Laboratory: Mac McKee, director
(2003-present)
“We’ve got to do the science and we have
to do the engineering, in the college itself

and at the water lab,” McKee said. “We’re
already good at that and we’re getting
better every day. But in addition to the
science and engineering, we need to team
with USU’s social scientists, our management and policy experts, our education
and outreach specialists. We need to continue to reach out to our water managers
in the state and around the world and
collaborate with them.
“As important, we need to train
students to be aware of the challenges and
be able to handle the tools that they’ll
use to address those challenges. Our
finest product at Utah State University is
knowledge … and that is embodied both
in the research we do and in the students
we produce.
“The relevance of the water lab has
increased over time, and it’s probably
more relevant today than ever because
of the dimension of the water problems
looming on the horizon. There is a large
degree of uncertainty — what don’t we
know? — about water problems. It is
critically important that as a society we
invest in a generation of knowledge about
our future hydrologic condition, not just
in the U.S., around the world.
“The water lab represents a focal
point about how those investments can
actually start to produce fruit. We have
tremendous resources, tremendous facilities and incredibly brilliant people.

MORE OF OUR RENOWNED EXPERTS . . .
Water Ecosystems:

Joe Wheaton

Water Management:

Joe Wheaton: Stream restoration using 		
beavers to change landscapes

David Rosenberg: Simulation and optimization modeling 		
for management of water systems

Karin Kettenring: Controlling invasive 		
wetland plants

Laurie McNeill: Drinking water and wastewater treatment 		
and reuse in developing countries

Wayne Wurtsbaugh: Great Salt Lake 		
aquatic ecosystems

Sarah Null: Aquatic habitat, climate and water analysis

Jack Schmidt: Policy and geomorphology of
the Colorado River system

Blake Tullis: Hydraulic modeling, testing and water 		
conveyance
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“The world has always faced a host
of water problems, and today we are
facing some of the most staggering water
problems in human history. Water lab has
been and will continue to be a key source
of the intellectual and physical investment that will help lead the charge to
address future uncertainty. “
Utah Agricultural Experiment
Station
THEN: Under early directors such as
John Andreas Widtsoe (1900-1904),
researchers explored topics such as natural
water for irrigation; early versus late irrigation; water requirements in relation to
crop yield; percolation and soil fertility;
seepage; time and frequency of irrigation;
orchard and vineyard irrigation; water
supply studies and canal capacities. Early
research also discovered links between
the hydrology of mountain watersheds
and the success of agricultural in the valleys below. Path-breaking studies helped
clarify the relationship between snow
depth, water content, melting rates, and
water availability.
NOW: UAES scientists are breeding
more drought-tolerant plants, helping
homeowners conserve water in the landscape, learning to better calculate evapotranspiration and exploring how changes

in climate may impact our groundwater
supply. Some examples in practice? The
Water Check Program: provides free
sprinkler system tests for homeowners
and businesses, measuring the amount of
water landscapes receive and providing
individual watering schedules to reduce
the amount of wasted water. Enhancing
Water Education: USU Water Quality Extension provides water education
opportunities for Utah teachers and is expanding that effort to reach more teachers
and families with
a program called
Make a Splash in
Utah. WaterMaps:
software developed
at USU allows water
suppliers to analyze
customers’ use and
how much water
they could conserve
in their existing landscapes. The Center
for Water-Efficient
Landscaping: brings
together researchers from different
disciplines to address
complex questions
about how to conserve water in Utah
landscapes.
—Tim Vitale ’92

Jack Schmidt

Water Education:
Nancy Mesner: Water quality and statewide water education
Larry Rupp: Landscape water conservation

Water and Climate:
Claudia Radel: Environmental and agrarian change
Robert Gillies: Utah state climatologist and broad-scope 		
climate modeling

Water and Society:
Courtney Flint: Socio-environmental interactions in rural to
urban landscapes
Arthur Caplan: Applied environmental economics
Shujuan Li: Landscape ecology
Joanna Endter-Wada: Human dimensions of drought and 		
climate change

Larry Hipps: Climate dynamics and modeling
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WOLFING IT DOWN
Dan MacNulty and Team Watching Pack Size and Social Foraging Among
Yellowstone’s Iconic Canines

In 1995, with the ink barely
dry on his bachelor’s
diploma from the University
of Colorado, USU wildlife
ecologist Dan MacNulty
jumped at the chance to join
the newly formed Yellowstone
Wolf Project.

USU doctoral student Aimee Tallian, a 2012 NSF Graduate Research Fellow,
at the research team’s campsite in Yellowstone National Park’s remote Pelican
Valley. Tallian conducts research with Wildland Resources faculty mentor Dan
MacNulty. Photo courtesy of Aimee Tallian.

“I was hired by Mike Phillips and
Doug Smith, who were National Park
Service biologists overseeing the dayto-day management and monitoring of
wolves reintroduced earlier in the year to
Yellowstone,” says MacNulty, assistant
professor in USU’s Department of Wildland Resources and the USU Ecology
Center.
While working at the park, he
met renowned wolf researcher David
Mech, who would become his graduate
advisor at the University of Minnesota.
After earning a master’s degree, MacNulty stayed on at U of M to complete a
doctorate under the supervision of Craig
Packer, famed for his expertise studying African lions in Tanzania’s Serengeti
National Park.
During his graduate studies, MacNulty approached Mech, Phillips and
Smith about arranging field research to
study wolves hunting bison in a remote
area of Yellowstone. They were doubtful.
“Yellowstone wolves mainly hunt
elk, and the general feeling was that trying to observe wolves hunt bison was a
boondoggle,” he says.
After all, why would wolves hunt the
mighty bison, a dangerous, hard-to-kill
quarry, when other, easier-to-obtain food
was readily available?
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Yet, on St. Patrick’s Day 1999,
during his first trip into Yellowstone’s
isolated Pelican Valley, MacNulty and his
field partner witnessed a group of wolves
relentlessly chase and take down a female
bison.
“To our knowledge, this was the first
recorded observation of wolves successful-

ly hunting an adult bison in Yellowstone
National Park,” he says.
Since that day, MacNulty has
continued field observations of the Yellowstone canines and discovered wolves
in large packs are more cooperative when
hunting bison than when hunting elk. He
and USU doctoral student Aimee Tallian,
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USU wildlife ecologist Dan MacNulty.

In a November paper published in PLOS ONE, USU and Yellowstone National
Park scientists say large wolf packs are more cooperative during hunts of
their largest, most difficult prey: bison. Photo courtesy of Daniel Stahler/NPS.

along with YWP colleagues Smith and
Daniel Stahler, reported their findings in
the Nov. 12, 2014, issue of PLOS ONE.
Their research is supported, in part, by
the National Science Foundation.
Though many perceive wolves as ferocious and nearly invincible, the predators actually tread a precarious existence.

“Hunting is hazardous business for
wolves,” says MacNulty, who’s witnessed
wolves kicked, gored and stomped to
death by bison. “Wolves minimize the
risk of injury by focusing on vulnerable
prey, which are generally rare. So, wolves
spend a lot of time on the move searching for the easiest target. Any injury that

slows them down may eventually kill
them.”
A leg fracture, a punctured lung or
even a broken jaw or tooth threatens a
wolf ’s survival.
“In addition to hampering travel and
nutritional intake, injuries make individual wolves vulnerable to rival packs,”
he says. “Because of this, wolves are
extremely cautious and sensitive to risk.”
Therefore, pursuit of a prey as large
and formidable as a bison makes little
sense unless the hunting group is large
enough to level the playing field. A mature bull often weighs a ton.
“In an earlier study, we noted wolves
in groups of more than four tend to hold
back when pursuing elk,” MacNulty says.
“Given a choice, wolves will stay out of
harm’s way until it’s safe to enjoy the
spoils of the hunt.”
But when bison is the prey, as many
as nine to 13 wolves will cooperate in the
hunt.
“The data we’re collecting on wolf
hunts is helping us understand how wolf
pack size, bison herd size and environmental conditions affect wolves’ ability to
SPRING 2015 I UTAHSTATE 19

69371_USU_A1.indd 21

3/11/15 4:50 PM

MacNulty says Yellowstone wolves minimize the risk of
injury by focusing on vulnerable prey. This wolf waited
out an injured cow elk for hours before making its move.
Photo courtesy of Jared Thayne.

successfully hunt bison,” says Tallian, who
was named a National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellow in 2012.
She notes the wolves may have affected the number of bison wintering in
fringe habitat in the park.
“We’ve noticed female bison and
their calves no longer winter in Pelican
Valley,” MacNulty says. “And we’re working to determine the extent to which this
change is due to wolves.”
Observations the researchers have
gathered since 1999 offer new insights
20 UTAHSTATE I SPRING 2015

into wolves’ behavior and their pattern of
predation, he says.
“This research is especially helpful in
Yellowstone, as it’s the only national park
in the contiguous United States where
free-ranging wolves and bison co-exist,”
Smith says. “Further, the wolf-elk relationship is changing and insight into why
wolves sometimes choose bison over elk
has great value for understanding ecological dynamics in Yellowstone.”

Ed Bangs ’74, takes blood samples and
places a radio collar on a Yellowstone
wolf in 2002. Photo courtesy of USFWS.

Cross Tracks

USU Wolf Expert Mentored by Aggie Alum

Such findings may assist efforts to
prevent conflicts between wolves and
livestock.
“Management that takes advantage
of wolves’ risk-averse behavior may be an
effective way to reduce wolf predation on
livestock,” MacNulty says.
— Mary-Ann Muffoletto ’94 MA

During his field work with the Yellowstone Wolf Project, USU faculty member Dan
MacNulty crossed paths with USU alum Ed Bangs ’74, who coordinated the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service’s successful Northern Rocky Mountain Gray Wolf Recovery program from 1988 until his retirement in June 2011.
“We went into the field together to track radio-collared wolves that had strayed
from the park,” MacNulty says. “He offered an important perspective on the reality of
wolf management outside the park’s boundaries and we’ve stayed in contact through the
years.”
Among the insights Bangs shared is wolf management is as much or more about
people management as it is about management of the four-legged mammals.
“Ed was at the tip of the spear in dealing with conflicts that arose from the wolf
reintroduction,” MacNulty says. “He was often caught between those who wanted
to control wolves and those who advocated no intervention and, in the heat of those
disputes, Ed was always forthright and transparent. Sometimes his messages frustrated
people, but that’s a testament to his commitment to honesty.”
Bangs, who received top honors from the U.S. Department of Interior, the U.S.
Justice Department and The Wildlife Society for his efforts in conflict resolution in
wildlife management and wildlife restoration, says life is “all about relationships and
experiences.”
“I don’t remember much about my USU classes,” says Bangs, whose faculty advisor
was USU emeritus professor Mike Wolfe. “But I remember my classmates, many of
whom went on to contribute greatly to natural resources conservation.”
With Rocket, Crazy Billy, Petty, Beano, Fuzz (“Nicknames were big at that time,”
he says), as well as Alice, his eventual wife and mother of his two daughters, Bangs
enjoyed outdoor pursuits beyond campus and Aggie Ice Cream on the Quad.
“USU was the beginning of adventures that took me to Alaska and the West beyond my wildest dreams,” he says. “Forty years later, I still chuckle when I think of those
times.”
“Ed was at the leading edge of a revolution in wildlife management and we at Utah
State should all be proud he’s an Aggie,” MacNulty says. “If we can produce more ‘Ed
Bangs,’ I’d say we’re succeeding as educators and mentors.”
— Mary-Ann Muffoletto ’94 MA
SPRING 2015 I UTAHSTATE
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Spencer Nelson and Coach Stew Morrill celebrate
winning the 2005 Big West Championship with its
automatic NCAA Tournament berth.
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MORRILL
Values
A FINAL NOD

TO A FEW THINGS THAT MAKE

STEW AN ENDURING USU TREASURE
It wasn’t exactly an accident that Stew Morrill ended up at
Utah State nearly 17 years ago. But it may have been a Boo-Boo.
In December 1996, Morrill brought his Colorado State Rams into the Spectrum to take
on the Aggies, who were then in their fourth year under Larry Eustachy. Throughout CSU’s
62-59 eventual victory, Morrill remembers being harassed by the student section like all
visiting teams, but he seemed to find the antics of the USU’s fans a little more amusing than
most opposing basketball coaches.
Whenever the 6-foot-8 Morrill would stand next to his 5-foot-6 assistant coach Randy
Rahe, the crowd would refer to the duo as “Yogi and Boo-Boo,” referencing the star cartoon
character and his diminutive sidekick from the The Yogi Bear Show.
Morrill recalls not only finding the taunt clever, but something that also made him a
little bit jealous. That kind of passion for basketball was
missing at Colorado State, even though the Rams were
winning a lot of basketball games under his guidance.
So, when Eustachy announced in 1998 that he was
leaving USU for Iowa, the Provo native let it be known
that he would be interested in returning home to Utah.
Since Colorado State was then in the WAC (and soon
the new Mountain West Conference), most people didn’t
take the possibility of Morrill moving to the Big West
very seriously.
“I remember that Bruce Van De Velde, who was
then the athletic director, kept saying to me, ‘You’re not
just trying to feather your nest at Colorado State are you?
You’re not just playing me along?’” Morrill recalls. “And
I kept saying, ‘No. This is something I would definitely
do. I grew up in Utah, my mom’s there, and it appeals to
me for a lot of reasons.’”
One of those reasons was the possibility of making it
to the NCAA Tournament on a regular basis. Morrill had
been to the Big Dance once during his five years as the
head coach at Montana, but he hadn’t been able to get
back in seven years at Colorado State, despite being the
Stew Morrill in earlier days
second winningest coach in school history.
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Hard at work in the Spectrum.

Selection Sunday, March 2011: Stew and crew
find out they’ll be meeting Kansas State in the
NCAAs.

“When you’ve been able to win enough games that you’ve
been able to keep on working, you just have so many
positive memories of players and assistants and fans …”
— Coach Stew Morrill
Be it a lateral move or even a step
down, Morrill simply believed he was
taking a step in the right direction. But to
say that things worked out according to
plan is probably a bit of a stretch. After
all, who could have really anticipated
Morrill would take the Aggies to eight
NCAA Tournaments, win seven regularseason conference titles and six postseason
championships — and rack up 21 or more
victories over 14 straight seasons?
But after 17 years, the winningest
coach in Utah State history announced on
Jan. 9 that he would retire following the
end of the 2014-15 season. Then on Feb.
1, Morrill posted his 400th win at the Aggie helm.
“I don’t think it’s totally sunk in yet
because we’re still in the middle of the season, and I’ve been doing what I’ve always
done,” Morrill says. “Every once in a while
when I’m driving into work or something
I’ll reflect a little bit and realize that the
clock is ticking, but there are no second
thoughts about this being the right time.
The right time for me and the program.
“I just feel very fortunate. Very few
people in this business get to stay this long
in one place.”

Photos on the Walls

Almost immediately after he was
hired as the head coach at Utah State on
Aug. 7, 1998, Morrill, his wife, Vicki,
and the couple’s four children headed for
Disney World. The family vacation had
already been planned, long before Tim
Floyd was hired by the Chicago Bulls,
which created an opening for Eustachy at
Iowa State, which led to the vacant spot
at USU at an unusual time of the year.
“We went ahead and went anyway,”
Vicki Morrill recalls. But it was a little
bit of a nerve-racking trip. We had some
other things on our mind at the time, like
buying a house, selling a house and getting the kids into school.”
At the time, Morrill pointed out
that he felt USU fans would understand
the trip to Disney World because of “the
great family state that Utah is.” And he
was right.
The Morrills, who will soon welcome
their eighth grandchild, quickly became
a part of the Utah State family, as well
as the Cache Valley community. While
the iconic coach, who will deliver the
commencement address at USU in May,
has always been able to amuse and charm
crowds when speaking in public, Vicki
became quite beloved herself for taking

on the responsibility
of caring for foster
children.
Through the
years, the Morrills
Revered by
have welcomed
peers: Stew and
more than 90
Hall of Fame
infants into their
Arizona Coach
home — “Vicki’s
Lute Olsen
passion for foster
at their 2005
care has been just
NCAA Tournaabout as big as mine
ment matchup.
for basketball,”
Morrill declares —
and the veteran coach says that actually
helped the Aggies land Desmond Penigar,
a highly sought after junior college forward.
“Dez says when his mom came and
saw all the photos of the babies on the
wall and heard the stories, she said, ‘That’s
where you’re going.’ So, Vicki takes credit
for Desmond Penigar.”
Penigar, who played on the 2002-03
team that took Kansas down to the wire
in the first round of the NCAA Tournament, was one of the top junior college
players Morrill ever brought to Utah
State. Although it took a little bit of refining from Morrill and his staff, Penigar
ended up spending a little bit of time in
the NBA and still plays professionally
overseas.
During a recent visit to USU,
Penigar thanked Morrill for two years of
tough love.
“We had to challenge him, push
him, get on him,” Morrill says. “But as
the years have gone by, he figured out
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Coach Stew Morrill holds practice at the
2005 NCAA tournament.

A timeout talk.

“Vicki’s passion for foster care has been just about as
big as mine for basketball …”
— Coach Stew Morrill
that we were just trying to make him better and our team better. And those things
are really rewarding when a kid will come
back and tell you how much he appreciates what you did for him.”
Like Vicki’s baby photos on the wall
of their home, Morrill also has a wall
full of photographs in the Aggies’ team
room at the Spectrum that shows all the
players who have graduated. They stir up
a lot of memories of great seasons like the
1999-2000 squad that went 19-0 against
the Big West; the 2000-01 team that won
28 games for the second straight year and
went on to upset Ohio State in the first
round of the NCAA Tournament and
the two 30-win teams that also won four
straight WAC titles from 2008 to 2011.
“You remember the Spencer Nelsons,

the Nate Harrises, the Tony Browns, Jaycee
Carrolls and Tai Wesleys; you can just go
on and on,” Morrill says. “When you’ve
been able to win enough games that you’ve
been able to keep on working, you just
have so many positive memories of players
and assistants and fans.
“But when you’re in the middle
of coaching, you don’t take time often
enough to reflect. And with the retirement
announcement, that has allowed me to do
that a little bit, which is good.”

One of the Finest in the Country

There are kids out there who will
graduate from high school this spring
without having known any head basketball
coach at Utah State University other than
Stew Morrill. That is obviously unusual.

At his final regular-season game, Pres.
Stan Albrecht and Athletics Director Scott
Barnes present Stew Morrill with a jersey
celebrating his 40 years in coaching.

In recent decades, most head football
and men’s basketball coaches at Utah
State fell into two categories: Those who
left after three to five years for a bigger
program, and those who were fired after
three to five years for not being successful
enough.
Despite his phenomenal career at
Utah State, Morrill was always worried
that he would be fired one day. Conversely, most Aggie fans always assumed that
Morrill would be lured away someday
by a program that could easily double or
triple his salary.
SPRING 2015 I UTAHSTATE
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“Let me sum it up this way, the big fella has won big.
He has won big on the court. We know the success he’s
had. He’s won big in graduating student-athletes. He’s
won big because over a period of 17 years, he’s operated
his program with impeccable integrity.”
— USU athletic director Scott Barnes
Cutting down the nets after winning the
regular-season WAC title in 2010.

2015, last season on the sidelines
after a career to smile about.

That neither one happened in 17
years is simply remarkable.
“One of the things that I have
personally appreciated … is the kind of
loyalty that Stew has reflected in staying
at Utah State University when there have
been a lot of opportunities to be at other
places,” USU President Stan Albrecht
says.
In the eyes of Albrecht, Morrill not
only helped focus state and national attention on the university, he also provided the perfect inversion diversion.
“I know for many of us in Cache
Valley, the winters have been made much
more bearable because of Stew’s basketball program,” Albrecht says. “It didn’t
matter how cold and foggy it was outside,
we could go to a game at the Spectrum
and experience the Spectrum magic and
life was good. Everything else was OK.
We appreciated that.”
At 62 years old, Morrill certainly
could have continued to coach, but he
says it was important for him to have
some time on “the back end” after retiring. The decision to hang it up, though,
was made more difficult by how much
he enjoys coaching the current crop
of young and extremely inexperienced
Aggies, who ended regular-season play
this year at 18-12 overall and entered the
Mountain West Conference championships as the No. 5 seed, after being picked
in the preseason to finish 10th in the
MWC.
Through his final regular-season
game with the Aggies, Morrill had a total
of 620 victories as a head coach — 402
of them at Utah State, where his teams
have gone 248-32 in games played at the
Spectrum.

“Let me sum it up this way, the big
fella has won big,” USU athletic director
Scott Barnes says. “He has won big on
the court. We know the success he’s had.
He’s won big in graduating student-athletes. He’s won big because over a period
of 17 years, he’s operated his program
with impeccable integrity.
“So, when you think about Stew
Morrill, you think about it being synonymous with Utah State basketball. Coach
Morrill will forever go down in history
as the greatest coach to ever walk the
sidelines of the Smith Spectrum. Furthermore, he will finish his career as one of
the finest college basketball coaches in the
country.”
During his tenure, Morrill has guided the Aggies from the Big West to the
WAC to the Mountain West Conference,
all while continuing to win basketball
games. In addition, the athletic facilities
at USU have improved considerably, with
the addition of the Wayne Estes Center,
the Jim and Carol Laub Athletics-Academics Complex and the ICON Sports
Performance Center.
While the Aggie football team is
now riding high, for most of the Morrill
era, men’s basketball was definitely USU’s
premier program. Prominent Aggie
booster and Cache Valley Electric CEO
Jim Laub, who has helped finance many
of the recent improvements on campus,
believes USU wouldn’t be in the Mountain West today if it weren’t for Morrill
and the basketball team’s unparalleled run
of success.
“As I reflect back on Stew’s 17 years
at Utah State University, I think of how
proud I am to know him and be able to
work with him as a fan and a supporter,”
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Laub says. “And when I think back on
his tenure, I realize that for many years,
he and the basketball program carried the
athletic department in so many ways.
“And so there’s a huge debt of
gratitude that’s owed Coach Morrill from
every Aggie fan throughout the country.”

A Deep and Abiding Respect

Morrill says that he wanted to retire
before the popular “Stewwww!” cheer at
the Spectrum was replaced by “Booooo!”
But on the night of March 7, when it isn’t
“Stewwww!” it is “Thank youuu!” being
bellowed out around the arena.
Morrill’s final regular-season home
game as the coach of the Aggies, strangely
enough, came against Eustachy and the
Colorado State Rams.
“That’s just kind of ironic,” says
Morrill. “You know, I sent Larry a note
a couple of years ago when he got the
Colorado State job and said, ‘If you
wanted to coach at Colorado State, we
should have just switched jobs 15
years ago.’
“But we’ve played each other a lot
through the years, back to when I was at
Montana and he was at Idaho. I have a
lot of respect for Larry. He’s a really
good coach.”
The feeling is clearly mutual.

More Stew, please! For 17 years, fans in
the Spectrum could not get enough.

“What a coach ultimately wants to
receive is the respect of his fellow coaches,
not only as a man, but as a great coach,
and no one in the country is respected
in both areas more than Stew,” Eustachy
says. “It’s also great to be recognized as

the best, and he is unquestionably the
best coach Utah State has ever had.”
— Jeff Hunter ’96 is a writer/editor for
The Herald Journal, Cache Valley Magazine
and Deseret News. Photos courtesy of
Tyson Bybee and USU Athletics.

‘We Need Guys Like You’
Stew Morrill’s longtime friend and mentor, Jud Heathcote, hopes the soon-to-be former Utah State coach doesn’t
stay away from coaching forever.
“He called me up after I announced my retirement and
said, ‘Just take a year off, get charged up again and then back
into it,’” Morrill says of the 87-year-old coaching legend, who
won a national championship with Michigan State in 1979.
“He said, ‘We need to have guys like you still coaching.’
“That was really nice of him, but I think that’s unlikely.”
When asked what he sees himself doing a year from now,
Morrill replies, “I don’t know. The good news is, I can figure it
out when I have more time.
“Eventually I’m going to have to figure something out
to occupy my time, whether it’s volunteering or some kind of

job. I don’t anticipate going to work for a paycheck again, but
you never know.”
Morrill’s wife, Vicki, says her husband is “not really a
hobby guy.”
“He’s not one of those guys who’s been waiting to do
whatever as soon as he retires, so it will be interesting to see
what happens next,” she adds.
Morrill says his “first priority,” however, is to spend time
with his children and grandchildren. The Morrill’s oldest son,
Jesse, lives in Montana, the couple’s three other children (Allan, Nicole and Tiffany) all currently reside in Colorado.
The Morrills say they don’t have immediate plans to leave
Cache Valley, but that moving to some place like Colorado in
the future is definitely a possibility.
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A TEAM

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your Utah State University
They wrapped things up at 10-4; just the second time in school history that doubledigit wins could even be fathomed. They are also looking back on 35 wins over their
last 47 games — a riveting 75-percent success pace over part of four demanding
seasons of reinvention.
Senior Frankie Sutera became the only USU letterwinner — ever — to have
played in four bowl games. Bowl MVP Zach Vigil was named the 2014 Mountain
West Defensive Player of the Year and second-team All-American, leading a squad
that finished among the top 30 defenses in the country in 10 categories — not
to mention his 43.5 career tackles for loss, which became the new school record.
Five former walk-ons secured all-conference honors. Five! Coach Matt Wells
recorded his 19th win; the most by any Utah State coach in his first two
years. And at Romney Stadium, on the venerated turf of Merlin
Olsen Field, they went 6-0 on the season.
There are, of course, dozens of other stats and faces
that leave us agape, but maybe it’s best to keep this
simple: Utah State University beat the University
of Texas-El Paso, 21-6, in the 2014 Gildan New
Mexico Bowl — and that makes three post-season
victories in a row to savor going into spring drills.
We’ll let you figure out the depth of what that really
means, but for now … just wow.

AGGIES
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ALUMS of NOTE

1960s

Bob Burris ’63 is a member of the
Maryland State Athletic Directors Hall of
Fame and was once named the Maryland
Athletic Director of the Year. Known by
many simply as “Coach,” he has inspired
countless athletes in football, track and
field, wrestling, golf and basketball. He
has an overall sports record of 197-88-5,
dating back to his start in 1962. But his
involvement in the community has been
just as enduring as his work in athletics.
Since 2006 he has served on the Talbot
County Board of Education, including stints as both vice president and
president. Bob is proud to report that last
year, students in the county were awarded
some $9.3 million in scholarships, an
8-percent increase over the previous year.
He has served on the boards of St. Mark’s
United Methodist Church, the BPOE
No. 1622, Talbot County Mental Health,
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Advisory
Committee and has also offered his services as a field trial judge for the Maryland Retriever Club, as a Little League

umpire and with American Legion Post
No. 91. He has also been both a teacher
and administrator, a guest lecturer and
panel speaker.
Peter Kranz ’65 M.S., ’69 Ph.D. was
recently selected to receive the College of
Education Distinguished Research Award
from University of Texas-Pan American.
He was simultaneously nominated for
a UTPA Provost’s Excellence Award in
research, scholarship and creative activity.
Albert L. Tarvin ’66 is a retired Colonel in the U.S. Air Force and the author
of nine novels. He spent only six months
at Utah State University but completed
his bachelor’s degree in that time and
made a number of lifelong friends. He
later received master’s degrees from the
University of Southern California, Air
Force Air War College and Troy State
University. He’s been an instructor at the
college level and has worked as a certified county mediator through the Florida

Supreme Court specializing in family law
and divorce. He believes his experience at
Utah State helped to secure not only his
graduate degrees, but several promotions
throughout his career. “I shall forever by
grateful,” he says. His contributions to
community building have been celebrated
by the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund and by Father
Flanagan’s Boys’ Home

1990s

Bill Ransom ’97MA is the co-author,
with Frank Herbert (of the Dune series)
of The Jesus Incident, The Lazarus Effect
and The Ascension Factor, recently released
as an omnibus edition by WordFire Press
titled The Pandora Sequence. Bill studied poetry with USU’s Ken Brewer and
recently published the poetry collection
The Woman and the War Baby, from Blue
Begonia Press. He studied fiction with
Roberta Stearman. Bill makes his home
on the Washington coast.
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IN MEMORIAM
Through January 31, 2015

1930s

Jean A. Allen ’36, Oct. 30, UT
Grace S. Bishop ’39, Nov. 6, AZ
Vilate S. Parrish (Sanders) ’33, Dec. 2, UT
Ruth M. Skidmore (Allen) ’35 Att, 		
Dec. 27, UT
Ada Mae Tucker (Clark) ’38, Dec. 18, UT
Louise S. Wennergren (Shumway) ’38,
Dec. 13, UT

1940s		

Don L. Andrews ’44 Att, Nov. 24, UT
Donald Ashdown ’42, Dec. 31, NM
Mary Barratt (Walton) ’40, Dec. 1, UT
Lois D. Bird (Dixon) ’48 Att, Dec. 24, UT
Lynn F. Bracken ’49 Att, Dec. 15, UT
Robert B. Bradshaw ’41, ’48MS, Dec. 15, UT
Laura Johnson Broughton ’49, Nov. 23, UT
Thales C. Brown ’42, ’68MS, Nov. 4, UT
Roger D. Burgoyne ’49, Nov. 22, AZ
Albert W. Burton ’42, ’66MS, Dec. 11, ID
Alice Randall Cawley ’42, ’72MS, Dec. 1, UT
Sarabeth M. Clawson (MacKay) ’46 Att,
Nov. 17, UT
Shirlee Beutler Clyde ’45 Att, May 30, CA
Nolan H. Daines ’49, Jan. 5, CA
Ralph A. Duce ’41, Jan. 26, UT
Emma Rae Eyre (Anderson) ’48, Nov. 22, UT
Helen Tillotson Francom ’43, Oct. 27, UT
Ronald G. Hansen ’49, Oct. 30, WA
Barbara Paulson Hatch ’46 Att, Jan. 8, UT
Kathryn Hill Hess ’47, Nov. 3, UT
Randall Hillyard ’46, Jan. 5, UT
Patricia S. Hugie ’45, Dec. 2, CO
Elmer B. Jones ’44 Att, Nov. 14, UT
Arthur B. Marshall, Jr. ’44 Att, Jan. 6, UT
Dale B. Maughan ’47, ’70MED, Jan. 11, UT
Wilford O. Nelson, Jr. ’48, Jan. 14, ID
Pete G. Paulos ’44 Att, Nov. 18, UT
Donna Richardson (Peterson) ’42 Att, 		
Dec. 23, UT
Darwin L. Salisbury ’47, Dec. 26, UT
Ellison R. Skeen ’49, Jan. 6, UT
Katherine E. Staples (Stanford) ’44, 		
Oct. 28, PA
DeMar V. Taylor ’40 Att, Nov. 25, MT
Bill Told ’48, Nov. 20, UT
Irene J. Valentine (Bremers) ’44 Att, 		
Jan. 8, ID
Robert H. Weight ’40, Jan. 3, UT
Sara Shumway White ’40 Att, Dec. 29, UT
Evelyn L. Wiggins ’47, ’59MS, Dec. 10, UT

Burnal Hillyard ’58 Att, Nov. 4, UT
Alton Hoffman, Jr. ’54 Att, Dec. 10, UT
Sharon D. Holgate (Johnson) ’57, Jan. 6, CA
Weiler R. Hurren ’59, Nov. 23, SC
Clara Church Jensen ’58 Att, Dec. 23, ID
Ella Bowen Jensen ’56 Att, Jan. 14, UT
Sidney D. Jensen ’56, ’70MS, Jan. 4, UT
Milton O. Jones ’50 Att, Dec. 19, CA
David Hodges Kimball ’54 Att, Oct. 17, CA
Eula Kimber ’52, Dec. 16, UT
Jack D. Larsen ’54, Dec. 31, UT
Arthur H. Mendini ’52, ’59MS, Oct. 30, UT
Avon Merrell ’50, Dec. 19, OR
Patricia M. Michaud ’50 Att, Nov. 23, AZ
Lt Col Laurence M. Neuberger, Jr. ’58, 		
Sept. 19, TX
Theodore J. Paul ’51, Sept. 9, CA
Sevastos Pavlakis ’55, Nov. 18, TX
Anna Marie Pinnock (Heyrend) ’53, 		
Nov. 2, UT
Carol N. Porter (Oman) ’57, Dec. 2, UT
Preston R. Price ’50, Jan. 1, NV
Mark H. Redd ’51, Dec. 19, UT
Mona L. Schenavar (Watterson) ’56, 		
Nov. 30, UT
Lynn D. Shuman ’56, Jan. 25, AZ
Duane Forrest Smith ’51, Jan. 18, SD
John Frederick Smith ’51, Nov. 8, ID
Vernon B. Starley ’59, Nov. 7, UT
Beverly Mccrary Timmons ’51, Dec. 4, ID
Wendle H. Turner ’57, Dec. 22, UT
Carolyn S. Tygesen ’58 Att, Oct. 31, UT
Thelma Whitaker (Willis) ’54 Att, 		
Nov. 11, CA
August G. Wiechmann ’50, Nov. 27, UT
Sylmar T. Wiser ’50, Nov. 9, UT
Darwin Woodbury ’51, Nov. 7, UT
Ramon Wright ’58, Jan. 27, ID

1960s		

Colonel Howard W. Albright ’65, 		
Dec. 28, FL
Dick Allred ’61, Nov. 11, UT
Darwin G. Anderson ’63, Dec. 30, UT
Verna M. Anderson ’61, Jan. 8, UT
Frank Kenneth Bench ’60, Jan. 9, CO
Keneth L. Brown ’64, Dec. 30, ID
John N. Busk ’61, Nov. 4, UT
JoAnn Clark (Olsen) ’66, Oct. 30, TX
Gary Lyle Clawson ’60, Jan. 23, UT
Rex E. Dayton ’64, Nov. 8, WY
Keith O. Eggleston ’66, ’67MS, ’70PHD,
Dec. 19, WY
1950s		
Harold R. Egli ’65, Nov. 4, UT
Richard E. Aegerter ’50, Oct. 28, VA
Ann Frampton (Johanson) ’67 Att, 		
Charlene S. Anderson ’58, Jan. 3, ID
Nov. 18, UT
Vern D. Bailey ’53, Jan. 10, MN
Joel Frandsen ’61, Nov. 15, UT
William Glenn Barrett ’50, Jan. 22, UT
Clayton Gene Furch ’69MS, Nov. 23, UT
Kay Reed Bendixsen ’51, ’52MS, Dec. 1, UT
David C. Hansen ’62, Dec. 3, ID
Dean L. Berntson ’57, Nov. 3, UT
L. Ray Huff ’62, Dec. 12, UT
William W. Beutler ’52, Dec. 26, UT
Doyl N. Ipson ’61, Nov. 9, UT
Robert W. Bickmore ’50, ’57MS, Dec. 19, AK Darwin J. Jeppesen ’66, Dec. 29, ID
Cleve Smith Bolingbroke ’53, ’57MS, 		
Barbara J. Lamb (Hamilton) ’69, Jan. 13, UT
Nov. 17, UT
Evelyn R. Lawrence ’65, Jan. 27, UT
Darrell Tarbel Bradshaw ’55 Att, Nov. 20, UT Michael L. Levine ’66, Jun. 27, MD
John E. Butcher ’56PHD, Jan. 12, OR
Camille Lindsay (Olsen) ’68, Jan. 20, UT
J. Lee Bybee ’55, ’72MS, ’74SPEA, Jan. 24, UT LuJean Lyday (Hollinger) ’61, Nov. 13
R. R. Channell ’55MS, Dec. 21, CA
Joseph C. Maheras ’65MS, Jan. 10, MT
George W. Charchalis ’58, Jun. 13, NV
Alexander J. Micheletti ’64MED, 		
Elmer D. Chatterton ’52, Oct. 8, CA
Dec. 12, MT
Ruth S. Cloward (Schick) ’53, Jan. 16, UT
Clarence Prestwich ’60, Jan. 13, UT
Ivan Edward Cornia ’55, ’58MFA, Jan. 12, UT Joe Clarence Ravsten ’65, Nov. 7, UT
Eunice Campbell Crellin ’52, ’85MED,
Reed R. Ripplinger ’63, Jan. 20, UT
Nov. 11, UT
Leland J. Smith ’69MED, Nov. 19, UT
Howard E. Davis ’57 Att, Nov. 18, UT
George J. Thain ’60, ’73MIE, Jan. 2, UT
James C. Davis, Jr. ’59, Dec. 17, UT
Kathleen F. Tubbs ’69, Jan. 13, ID
E. Keith Dexter ’50 Att, Nov. 29, TN
Marilyn J. Williams ’69MM, Nov. 14, UT
Rulon Keith Eames ’54 Att, Nov. 12, UT
Richard H. Winder ’64, Dec. 8, TX
Arnold T. Ellsworth ’59, Nov. 17, UT
Norman T. Erekson ’55, Dec. 20, UT
Wallace R. Hansen ’50, Jan. 27, UT
Colonel Max L. Hanson ’51, Dec. 3, UT
Robert Harbertson ’54, Nov. 18, UT
Thomas G. Hatch ’51, Jan. 2, UT
Kermit James Herd, Jr. ’58, ’68MFA, 		
Jan. 16, UT

Richard R. Wootton ’69EDD, Dec. 7, UT
J. Lynn Yeates ’69 Att, Jan. 6, UT
			
			
1970s		
Michael Adams ’74 Att, Dec. 17, UT
Jack E. Andersen ’72, Nov. 18, UT
Steven V. Anderson ’74 Att, Jan. 20, UT
Robert Andra ’75, Dec. 4, UT
Donald A. Bischoff ’78, Jan. 19, MT
Robert Bragdon ’72 Att, Nov. 18, CA
Mark J. Buchanan ’74, Dec. 14, UT
Todd A. Chambers ’78, Jan. 2, PA
Jadene Cherry (Reid) ’73 Att, Dec. 2, UT
Ronald N. Dickson ’77 Att, Nov. 1, UT
Rodney C. Freer ’75, Aug. 25, CA
Beverly V. Grabow ’73MS, Dec. 1, ID
Maughan M. Guymon ’73, Jan. 26, UT
Amelia S. Hernandez ’73MS, Nov. 24, UT
Vesta W. Hess ’74, Nov. 13, UT
Colleen Hickman (Hansen) ’70 Att, 		
Nov. 15, UT
Peter L. Higgs ’70MS, Dec. 17, MI
Janette G. Hofmeister ’75 Att, Nov. 11, UT
James Kenneth Huffaker ’77MFA, 		
Dec. 16, UT
Patsy Jenkins (Randall) ’70, Nov. 17, ID
Robert L. Lauriski ’73, Oct. 31, UT
Boyd R. Lemon ’79, Jan. 23, UT
David J. Lowe ’75, Nov. 6, WA
Carla Lynch ’73 Att, Dec. 29, UT
Steven H. Miller ’79 Att, Jan. 16, UT
James David Myers ’73, Jan. 1, CA
Ralph Kent Roylance ’73, Jan. 5, UT
Kevon Michael Smith ’79, Dec. 10, CO
Betty A. Stephenson ’70, Dec. 16, UT
Steven H. Stokes ’72, Jan. 19, UT
LuAnn N. White ’79 Att, Dec. 12, UT
			
		
1980s		
Brent D. Allen ’85, Nov. 1, UT
Ronald M. Beckstrand ’89, Nov. 23, UT
Susan A. Garner ’81MED, Dec. 3, UT
Kari R. Ghaffari ’87, May 7, UT
Jan E. Hansen ’88, Oct. 25, ID
Tracy Nelson Hoskins ’87 Att, Nov. 13, UT
Sheila Shiner Larsen ’89, Dec. 20, UT
Betty Ann Loveland (Hyde) ’83, Jan. 10,
UT
Mike Markeson ’85, Jan. 20, UT
William B. Olsen ’84MED, Dec. 30, UT
David Merrill Price ’85, Jan. 19, UT
Nataline M. Santio ’80 Att, Dec. 27, UT
Jill Tarbet (Miller) ’82, Jan. 16, UT

1990s		

Jane H. Anderson ’94, Dec. 20, UT
Mary Ann Anthony ’92MS, Dec. 28, WY
Michael William Bain ’93, Jan. 13, CA
Stephanie Jeppsen Bennett ’97 Att, 		
Dec. 21, UT
Mike E. Berger ’99PHD, Dec. 27, UT
Jayne LaVee Brokaw (Barney) ’94, ’98MED,
Jan. 9, UT
Brent P. Hampton ’91, Dec. 11, UT
Glenda G. Logan ’94, Jan. 2, UT
Joseph D. Marshall ’94, Dec. 7, UT
Shawn D. Miller ’94, Nov. 18, NY
Gordon Charles Searle ’90 Att, Nov. 25, IL
Cathy M. Spicer (Mehle) ’95, Nov. 15, WY
Daniel Scott Vice ’96MS, Jul. 6, GU
		

2000s		

Brent Louis Holt ’07MED, Nov. 15, UT
Seth Iral Mecham ’00 Att, Nov. 6, UT
Brett J. Miller ’06, Dec. 8, UT

Keep in

		

TOUCH

2010s		

Ronald L. Berg ’12 Att, Jan. 18, ID
Conner J. Newland ’15 Att, Jan. 10, UT
			

FRIENDS

Norma Amano Nov. 30, UT
Larry L. Anderson Dec. 10, UT
Ralph L. Ashton Dec. 20, UT
Joseph Barton Nov. 7, UT
James Bartorelli Nov. 27, UT
Jae K. Baxter Jan. 15, UT
Renuka Biswas Jan. 12, UT
Allan Blad Jan. 25, UT
Catherine Stevens Boman Dec. 20, UT
Azella T. Bradley (Thayn) Dec. 3, UT
Vivian Brindley Nov. 26, UT
Don H. Brown Jan. 12, UT
Jewell C. Brown Dec. 24, ID
Pauline Brown Jan. 15, UT
Anne M. Butler Nov. 10, FL
Paul Buttars Dec. 25, UT
Jeffrey Cazier Dec. 15, UT
Kenneth C. Christensen Nov. 20, UT
Rod Clifford Jan. 1, UT
Hazel K. Collins Jan. 7, UT
Camille Cook Jan. 15, UT
Noel R. Cook Nov. 19, UT
Red Cornwall Nov. 2, UT
Vivian Cropper Dec. 25, UT
Christine Currey Dec. 22, UT
Gary L. Cutler Dec. 11, UT
Kathleen Cutler (Kibbie) Jan. 15, ID
Edward O. Dayley Jan. 8, UT
Ray Denison Dec. 21, UT
Katherine Dumke Nov. 16, UT
David Duncan Dec. 23, UT
Ronald E. Eaves Oct. 31, UT
Ronald D. Eberhard Dec. 22, UT
Marianne Etherington Nov. 3, UT
Guy M. Evans Oct. 30, UT
Lora M. Farnsworth (Madsen) Dec. 19, UT
Lewis L. Farr Oct. 29, UT
Dee Fausett Dec. 1, UT
Raymond Felix Dec. 1, UT
Gary L. Flinders Dec. 8, UT
Bret Frodsham Dec. 30, UT
Ralph S. Gatherum Nov. 25, UT
John B. Goddard Jan. 8, UT
William E. Hall Dec. 22, UT
R. J. Hanks Dec. 18, UT
Ted V. Hansen Oct. 31, UT
Leon W. Harman Nov. 19, CA
Jane Harmston Jan. 20, UT
Howard Harrington Nov. 28, ID
Dean S. Haslam Nov. 20, UT
Cynthia Hata-Parker Nov. 29, UT
Kent Hatch Nov. 17, UT
Curtis Hendricks Nov. 18, UT
Glen P. Jensen Nov. 12, UT
Taylor R. Johnson Nov. 2, UT
Bud Kanniainen Dec. 28, UT
Lucille T. Keene Jan. 15, UT
F. Michael Kibbie Oct. 28, UT
Kathryn M. Kirkman Nov. 29, UT
Esther R. Landa Dec. 28, UT
Verna H. Laws Dec. 1, UT
Diana Lichfield Jan. 23, CA
Becky Lockhart Jan. 17, UT
Joseph Mahoney Nov. 12, PA
Wayne Mason Nov. 16, UT
Bryan Maughan Oct. 30, UT
Angelina J. Maurine (Juliano) Nov. 16, UT
Ralph C. McElvain Nov. 10, UT
Christina Meraz Nov. 30, UT
Norma Miller Nov. 13, UT
Stella L. Miller (Leavitt) Dec. 24, UT
Donald L. Ming Dec. 14, UT
Terry Mitton Nov. 8, UT
Penelope Moore Nov. 9, CA
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IN MEMORIAM
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Through January 31, 2015
Edy Lou Mueller Nov. 16
Mary Munns Dec. 9, UT
Norman Newbold Dec. 16, UT
Phillip Novak Nov. 20, UT
Sonja S. Nyman Jan. 27, UT
Pauline Okelberry Dec. 27, UT
Dan A. Olsen Nov. 26, UT
Verla Olson (Nield) Dec. 25, UT
Virginia Peterson Nov. 29, CA
Clifton M. Pyne Jan. 5, UT
Cameron Reedy Jan. 4, OR
Jean M. Rhodes Jan. 21, UT
Dean L. Richards Jan. 24, UT
Keene K. Rigby Jan. 15, ID
Marc Ross Jan. 8, AZ
Henrietta Rommerskirchen Royer 		
Jan. 27, UT
Ray Sagers Nov. 4, UT
D. Joyce Searle Jan. 17, ID
Duaine Simmons Nov. 20, UT
Ronald F. Simmons Jan. 14, UT
Robert M. Simonsen Nov. 22, UT
Aline Skaggs Jan. 5, UT
Don Skeen Nov. 12, ID
Charles R. Spaid Oct. 4, UT
Gene Starkey Nov. 1, CA
Dale W. Steiner Dec. 14, UT
Harold F. Stewart Nov. 7, UT
Willard O. Stolworthy Nov. 3, UT
Louis E. Tams Nov. 24, UT
Richard Duane Taylor Jan. 4, UT
Emma Lou W. Thayne Dec. 6, UT
L. Wilson Thomas Dec. 14, UT
Elinor Tolich-Evatz (Tolich) Jan. 4, NV
Debbie Ann Tyteca Nov. 19, UT
Elaine R. VanDerbeek (Roberts)
Dec. 26, UT
Paul N. Vinck Dec. 25, UT
Alex Wadley Jan. 1, UT

David Ward Jan. 13, UT
Richard Warner Dec. 24, UT
Craig W. Wayman Dec. 29, UT
Patricia Wessel Dec. 5, UT
Genevieve Wilcox Jan. 10, UT
Kip Wilson Nov. 1, UT
Earl R. Wood Dec. 23, UT
Philip Zieg Dec. 5, MT
		

ATTENDERS		

Patricia Albrecht Dec. 16, UT
Dennis W. Anderson Dec. 13, UT
Zenna Anne Apple Dec. 18, UT
Elaine Ball Archibald Att, Dec. 5, ID
Danielle Baker Att, Jan. 9, UT
Richard Robert Barker, Sr. Att, Nov. 14, UT
Russell Homer Bastow Att, Jan. 27, UT
Malcolm Beck Dec. 17, UT
Marvin C. Bell Att, Nov. 13, UT
Barbara B. Berg Att, Jan. 25, UT
Cherol R. Blake (Reeve) Att, Nov. 14, UT
Jacqueline K. Brundle (King) Nov. 10, UT
Christine Josephine Cavanaugh (Sandberg)
Att, Dec. 22, UT
William R. Collett Jan. 7
Spencer Dean Covert Att, Dec. 23, ID
Jerel Jerry Cowan Att, Jan. 8, UT
Charlene B. Davis (Bryner) Dec. 1, UT
Louise S. Dimick Att, Jan. 6, UT
Leo P. Dolan Att, Dec. 7, UT
John Fercik, Jr. Nov. 24, UT
Stephen Fowles Att, Jan. 26, UT
Wade Stewart Fryer Att, Jan. 17, UT
Dolores M. Giacoletto Nov. 30, UT
Boyd Goodrich Att, Dec. 31, UT
Rex Guymon Dec. 17, UT
Kevin E. Hampton Att, Nov. 4, UT
Wendell B. Hansen Att, Dec. 2, UT

A-Week
April 11 - 18, 2015
#AggiesInAction

Visit

usu.edu/aweek
for details
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David L. Hardy Att, Dec. 24, UT
John P. Henrie Oct. 30, UT
Donald E. Houghton Dec. 9, UT
Phyllis I. Hovey Att, Dec. 27, UT
Mark C. Hoyt Nov. 5, UT
Leonard W. Hurst Att, Nov. 5, UT
Norma D. Jensen (Demars) Att, Dec. 1, UT
Connie R. Johnson Nov. 25, UT
Dale Johnson Att, Nov. 17, UT
Gary M. Johnson Att, Jan. 10, UT
Marcie L. Johnston (Christensen) Att,
Oct. 29, UT
Lenard D. Jones Att, Dec. 7, UT
Delyle Larsen Att, Dec. 10, UT
Dorothy B. Larson Att, Dec. 23, ID
Margaret G. Laver (Gunnell) Att, Dec. 14, UT
Dale George Lee Att, Nov. 22, ID
Marrion G. Leifson (Golding) Nov. 24, UT
Martha D. Leonard (Dillard) Nov. 4, UT
Bart L. Lyman Att, Dec. 23, UT
Dorothy E. Macfarlane (Smith) Att, Jan. 2, UT
Michael Magliocco Nov. 7, UT
Raelynn R. McCourt Att, Oct. 9, NV
Mary McKinlay (Thornton) Att, Nov. 28, UT
Irene M. Mead Jan. 5, UT
Patricia N. Meenen Att, Nov. 17, UT
Richard A. Mikesell Att, Nov. 30, UT
Tyrus Miller Att, Nov. 10, UT
William Olsen Dec. 30, UT
Kayla Paddock (Hatch) Dec. 11, CO
Irene A. Perri Att, Jan. 18, UT
Harold Poloni Jan. 5, UT
John R. Powell Jan. 3, UT
Ronald M. Preece Att, Jan. 14, CA
Ray A. Purser Att, Nov. 30, WA
Brent Jacobson Rasmuson Att, Dec. 26, UT
Dawn K. Reeve Att, Nov. 11
Troy Reeves, Jr. Att, Jan. 27, AL
Miriam S. Ricks Att, Jan. 11, UT

Larry D. Samples Nov. 1, UT
Charlotte Isabel Sandoval Att, Oct. 24, UT
Erbey L Satterfield Jan. 8, UT
Paul Scartezina Jan. 5, AZ
Jeff K Shepherd Att, Dec. 3, UT
Joseph P. Siaperas Att, Dec. 25, AZ
Cynthia L. Smith Att, Nov. 30, UT
Joan C. Smith (Crookston) Att, Nov. 30, ID
Rae Brinley Sorensen Att, Jan. 18, UT
Lavona Steffen Att, Jan. 24, TN
Carol Storey (Holley) Att, Dec. 25, UT
George W. Summers Att, Jan. 7, ID
Mike Tatton Nov. 14, UT
Rea Tatton Nov. 16, UT
Arlo R. Tejada Att, Dec. 5, UT
Benjamin Thomas Att, Dec. 23, UT
Wayne W. Thomas Att, Nov. 26, UT
Susan M. Tucker (Morley) Nov. 22, UT
Wells Wakefield Jan. 1, UT
Catherine Renee Walker Att, Nov. 15, HI
Patty M. Ward Jan. 25
Cloris L. Watts Att, Jan. 13, UT
Aaron Webber Nov. 11, UT
Wells C. Westenskow Att, Dec. 22, ID
Reva Elizabeth White (Myers) Att, Jan. 4, UT
Fred Williams Att, Nov. 4, UT
Arvil Wilson Nov. 29, UT
Norman Wilson Jan. 19, UT
Richard M. Youngberg Att, Nov. 21, UT
Orson James Zollinger Att, Jan. 7, ID
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A-Day cleanup,
April 1948
USU Special
Collections,
Merrill-Cazier
Library

Aggies

are actively serving
communities everywhere,
all the time.
Share your story of service using
#AggiesInAction, before
April 18, for a chance to get a
limited edition A-Week t-shirt.
Then serve a student by donating
to scholarships and giving the
gift of education.

A-Day Tractor Display

USU Special Collections,
Merrill-Cazier Library

Students putting in a
sidewalk on the north side
of the conservatory for A-Day 1919.

USU Special Collections, Merrill-Cazier Library
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It works for taking
your next step

We’re here to help you reach your goals
At Wells Fargo you’ll find all the products and resources you need to
move your business forward, along with the support and guidance of
a banker from your community.
That’s what Wells Fargo Works for Small Business℠ is all about. It’s our
commitment to helping small business owners in more ways than ever before.
Visit wellsfargoworks.com to:
• Learn how Wells Fargo works for you and your business by providing innovative
products, services, and programs that can meet your business needs.

play

tions,
brary

• Explore videos, articles, and other resources covering a wide range of business
topics including credit, cash flow management, real estate, and marketing.
Stop by or call and speak to a local banker today.
Deposit products are offered by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
Member FDIC.
© 2015 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved.
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1422 Old Main Hill
Logan UT 84322-1422

USU

TURN
THE
GAME
INTO A GREAT WEEKEND GETAWAY
1 Night Stay Package*—$124.99
2 Night Stay Package*—$199.99
PACKAGE INCLUDES
· Free On-campus Covered Parking**
· $25 Campus Store Gift Card
· Stadium Blanket
· Water Bottles
· Game Snacks
· Famous Aggie Ice Cream

STAY

HOTEL & LODGING

RESERVE YOUR
PACKAGE NOW
435.797.0017

PLAN

CONFERENCE MANAGEMENT
SERVICES

MEET

MEETINGS & EVENTS

PLAY

YEAR ROUND PROGRAMS

SUMMER CITIZENS

CHALLENGE COURSE

Celebrate your summer in our
cool mountain valley with
daily musical performances,
classes, and activities for
seniors of all abilities and interests.

Meet the challenge, as a team
and individually, and explore critical
workplace and life skills
(risk, leadership, communication,
problem solving, and coaching).

UICC.USU.EDU
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MAKE OUR SPACE YOUR PLACE
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